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Step 3: DMA Classification  
Determine how drainage from each DMA will be handled by using information from Steps 1 and 2 and by 
completing Steps 3.A to 3.C. Each DMA will be classified as one of the following four types: 

• Type ‘A’: Self-Treating Areas:  
• Type ‘B’: Self-Retaining Areas  

• Type ‘C’: Areas Draining to Self-Retaining Areas 
• Type ‘D’:  Areas Draining to BMPs 

Step 3.A – Identify Type ‘A’ Self-Treating Area  
Indicate if the DMAs meet the following criteria by answering “Yes” or “No”.  

 Yes  No 
Area is undisturbed from their natural condition OR restored with Native 
and/or California Friendly vegetative covers. 

 Yes  No 
Area is irrigated, if at all, with appropriate low water use irrigation systems 
to prevent irrigation runoff. 

 Yes  No 
Runoff from the area will not comingle with runoff from the developed 
portion of the site, or across other landscaped areas that do not meet the 
above criteria. 

 
If all answers indicate “Yes,” complete Table C-2 to document the DMAs that are classified as Self-Treating 
Areas.  
Table C-2 Type ‘A’, Self-Treating Areas 

DMA Name or Identification Area (Sq. Ft.) Stabilization Type Irrigation Type (if any) 

DMA A-7 280,689 sf. Restored With Native And/Or 
California Friendly Vegetation 

None proposed 

DMA B-1 212,137 sf. Restored With Native And/Or 
California Friendly Vegetation 

None proposed 

DMA C-1 443,876 Restored With Native And/Or 
California Friendly Vegetation 

None proposed 

    
 

Step 3.B – Identify Type ‘B’ Self-Retaining Area and Type ‘C’ Areas Draining to Self-Retaining Areas 

Type ‘B’ Self-Retaining Area: A Self-Retaining Area is shallowly depressed 'micro infiltration' areas 
designed to retain the Design Storm rainfall that reaches the area, without producing any Runoff. 
 
Indicate if the DMAs meet the following criteria by answering “Yes,” “No,” or “N/A”.   

 Yes  No  N/A Slopes will be graded toward the center of the pervious area.   

 Yes  No  N/A Soils will be freely draining to not create vector or nuisance conditions.  

 Yes  No  N/A Inlet elevations of area/overflow drains, if any, should be clearly specified 
to be three inches or more above the low point to promote ponding. 

 Yes  No  N/A Pervious pavements (e.g., crushed stone, porous asphalt, pervious 
concrete, or permeable pavers) can be self-retaining when constructed with 
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3.7 Guidance for Large Bioretention/Biofiltration BMP Facilities 
 

 

Limits on Use and Applicability 

This fact sheet provides guidance for the design, installation, and maintenance of regional scale 
bioretention/biofiltration Best Management Practices (BMPs) for large multi-parcel projects. The 
requirements included in this fact sheet are in addition to, those specified in the LID BMP 
Handbook Fact Sheets for Bioretention (3.4), Biofiltration with Partial Infiltration (3.5), and 
Biofiltration with No Infiltration (3.6). The user will still need to refer to those fact sheets. This 
fact sheet then provides additional or overriding criteria for facilities that are designed at a larger 
scale. These additional criteria are necessary to address unique design challenges associated with 
larger facilities.  

Use of regional scale facilities is at the discretion of the Copermittee. Before continuing with 
design of regional scale facilities, PDPs shall consult with the Copermittee with jurisdiction over 
the project site.   

Categories of Regional Bioretention/Biofiltration Facilities 

The same categories of regional bioretention/biofiltration facilities apply at a regional scale and 
need to be selected based on the feasibility criteria at the location.  

 Bioretention (full infiltration) – Fact Sheet 3.4 
 Biofiltration with partial infiltration – Fact Sheet 3.5 
 Biofiltration (no infiltration/limited infiltration) – Fact Sheet 3.6 

Using a regional facility does not preclude the requirement to evaluate infiltration feasibility 
criteria. Large facilities require a thorough and detailed assessment of the sites underlying 
infiltration rates and geotechnical environment. Refer to the Santa Margarita Watershed WQMP 
for complete feasibility analysis requirements. 

Basic Design Requirements and Provisions 

Basin Guidelines 

All regional facilities shall be designed in accordance with the “Basin Guidelines” included in 

Appendix C of the LID BMP Handbook. Section 1 of the “Basin Guidelines” presents guidelines 

Applicability Large sites, multi-parcel sites, BMPs treating greater than 5 acres 

This fact sheet is intended to be used in combination with Fact 
Sheet 3.4, 3.5, or 3.6 to provide guidance for how to scale up the 
design of small scale features to larger scale basins 

LID BMPs Bioretention, Biofiltration with Partial Infiltration, and Biofiltration 
with No Infiltration 




